
 

Office of Michael H. Barnes, P.E.   City of Richland Hills, Texas 

 

Memorandum 

To:  Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council  

From:  Michael Barnes, P.E., City Engineer 

Date:  May 22, 2014 

Subject: Green Ribbon Project 2015         
       

Council Action:  

Consider submittal of an application for the 2015 Green Ribbon Project. 

 
Background Information:  

The city is presently under contract with landscape contractor Beverly Sue Global Services, LLC to 
install trees, shrubs, and grass in 4 medians along Baker Blvd. under TxDOT’s 2014 Green Ribbon 
Program (GRP). The city received a grant in the amount of $250,000.00 from TxDOT’s (GRP). The 
installation for the 2014 project officially started May 12, 2014 and is expected to be completed by 
July 22, 2014. The project is going well and is on schedule. 

TxDOT has requested cities interested in submitting an application for the 100% funding grant 
(construction only) to send a representative to their kick-off meeting on June 12, 2014. This is a 
mandatory meeting which means if you do not attend the meeting you will not be eligible to submit an 
application. Staff is preparing to attend this meeting. The grant will have the same conditions this year 
as it did last which is the city will have to fund the design of the project, which is anticipated to be a 
maximum of $40,000, and the grant amounted awarded to each city is for landscape construction 
only. 

 Board/Citizen Input: N/A 

 Financial Impact: Additional $40,000.00 is to be addressed in the 2014-2015 budget. 

Staff Contacts: 
Michael Barnes, P.E., City Engineer 
817-616-3835 
mbarnes@richlandhills.com  
 
Attachments: TXDOT Letter; GRP Guidelines   
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MEMO
May 20, 2013

 
From: Kimberly L. Phillips, RLA, ASLA, CLARB 
 Fort Worth District Landscape Architect 
 
Subject: Green Ribbon Workshop – FY15

The Texas Department of Transportation (TxDOT) Fort Worth District will be conducting a 
mandatory workshop for those local governments that may be interested in receiving Green 
Ribbon Landscape funding in the 2015 fiscal year (September 2014 thru August 2015).  The 
workshop will be held at the TxDOT Regional Training Center, 2501 SW Loop 820, Fort Worth, 
Texas 76133 on June 12, 2014 from 10 am until noon.  This workshop is mandatory and only 
those entities that are represented at the workshop will be eligible to receive Green Ribbon 
funding in fiscal year 2015. Local governments may be represented by a design consultant at 
the workshop. 

The workshop will provide information required for application for funding and criteria being 
used for selection of projects.  TxDOT will have other personnel in attendance that have roles 
in the development of these projects, for detailed questions that may be asked. 

 

If you should have any questions concerning this matter, please contact me at 
kimberly.phillips@txdot.gov. 

 Sincerely, 

 

 

 Kimberly L. Phillips, RLA, ASLA, CLARB 
 Fort Worth District Landscape Architect 
 Texas Department of Transportation 
 
CC: AEs-FTW 
 Judy Anderson, P.E. 
 Mike Bostic, P.E. 
 Loyl Bussell, P.E. 
 David Wagner, P.E. 
 Paul Spraggins, P. E. 
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Texas Department of Transportation     March 2012 
Design Division 
 
GREEN RIBBON LANDSCAPE IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM 

 

During the past several sessions of the Texas Legislature, a rider has been added to the 
department’s appropriation legislation which requires TxDOT to expand the concepts of 
the Houston District’s Green Ribbon Project to other areas of the state and to allocate 
funding for landscaping and other enhancement activities to districts that have air quality 
non-attainment, near non-attainment and early-action compact counties. 
 
The department is accomplishing the requirements of these riders by allocating funds for 
districts with non-attainment, near non-attainment and early-action compact counties to 
plant and establish trees and plants on the state highway system that help mitigate the 
effects of air pollution. 
 
Landscape planting program. When a highway improvement contract is let in a non-
attainment, near non-attainment or early-action compact county, an amount equal to not 
less than one-half of one percent and not to exceed one percent of the project cost shall be 
allocated for landscape improvements. Landscape improvements consist of planting trees 
and shrubs, soil preparation, and installing irrigation systems within the limits of the 
project that generated the allocation. Any funds allocated for projects where landscape 
improvements are not feasible shall be used for landscape improvements on other 
highway or highway segments within the district. Funds expended under this allocation 
should be used for one or more of the following purposes: 
 

 develop landscape projects that encourage public/private partnerships that may 
include donations of services such as landscape planting, establishment, or 
maintenance; 

 plant trees or other plants that are indigenous or adapted to the climate and when 
possible, that help mitigate the effects of air pollution; 

 install irrigation systems or other maintenance systems associated with the 
planting of trees and other plants; 

 perform plant establishment activities for one year following completion of the 
landscape planting phase of the project; and 

 accomplish the landscape goals identified in city’s or region’s landscape 
aesthetics master plan document. 

 
Eligibility: Districts with non-attainment, near non-attainment and early-action compact 
counties are eligible for participation in the landscape planting program. 
 
Implementation: Funding allocations will be as determined in the Annual UTP under 
category 10. The districts with non-attainment and near non-attainment counties must 
include landscape improvements based on one-half of one percent (0.5%) of the total 
contract amount of highway improvements let to contract within the fiscal year. 
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Landscape improvement project scheduling will be based upon recommendations from 
each district. Although the intent of the program is to contract landscape improvement 
work within each qualifying project limits, it is anticipated that some locations will not be 
suitable for landscape improvement work. Each district will be required to recommend 
appropriate alternate locations. To meet the requirements of this program, the landscape 
improvement work can be accomplished by the following means: 
 

 include landscape items with a highway project that generates the funding 
allocation; 

 let a landscape improvement contract within the limits of a highway project that 
generates the funding allocation; 

 let a landscape improvement contract within the limits of multiple highway 
projects that generate the funding allocations; 

 let a landscape improvement contract for an alternate location or multiple 
locations; or 

 let a landscape improvement contract for multiple locations of an appropriate 
combination of the above means. Funds may be reserved and accumulated until 
such time that adequate funds allow for letting a reasonable, cost effective project. 

 
Design Standards: Landscape improvement work will be structured to provide 
appropriate planting installation, soil preparation, and irrigation activities at locations 
which are suitable and approved by the districts. Projects must meet design standards and 
each district must insure appropriate safety, construction, establishment, and maintenance 
considerations are applied. 
 
This program calls for the use of indigenous or adapted trees and shrubs that are suitable 
for the climate in which they are to be planted. Soil preparation to improve the fertility, 
structure, and drainage of planting areas is permitted. Irrigation systems will be used that 
take into consideration the highest water conservation and efficiency possible on each 
project. Considerations should be given for at least 12 months of plant establishment and 
maintenance. 
 
This program does not allow seeding, sodding, or other erosion control measures. 
Aesthetic treatments such as special finishes and decorative designs on structural surfaces 
or other hard landscape elements will not be funded under this program. These items may 
be included within each highway improvement contract as appropriate. 
 
Program Administration: The Design Division will administer this program. District 
allocations are developed based upon projected letting schedules for each fiscal year of 
the program.  
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