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Office of the City Manager City of Richland Hills, Texas
Memorandum
To: Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council
From: Eric Strong, City Manager
Date: March 3, 2015

Subject: Fort Worth Transportation Authority

Council Action Requested:

No Action — Discussion Only

Background Information:

In September of 2014 and January of 2015, the City Council approved two resolutions regarding
the Fort Worth Transportation Authority and recent legislation which changed the composition of
the Board of Directors. The most recent resolution passed requested feedback from several
local entities. | would like to give you an update on those resolutions and the feedback that we

have received so far.

The attached resolutions and cover letters were sent to: The City Fort Worth, The City of Blue
Mound, The Fort Worth Transportation Authority, Senator Kelly Hancock, Representative

Stephanie Kilick, Tarrant County and Commissioner Fickes
Board/Citizen Input: N/A

Financial Impact: N/A
Staff Contacts:

Eric Strong
City Manager
estrong@richlandhills.com

Attachments: Resolution 435-14
Resolution 443-15
Response from Fort Worth
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RESOLUTION 435-14

A RESOLUTION OF THE RICHLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL REQUESTING
TARRANT COUNTY TO CONSIDER FUTURE APPOINTMENTS TO THE T
EXECUTIVE BOARD COME FROM MEMBER CITIES

WHEREAS, the T Executive Board is composed of nine members, and one of the members
is appointed by the Tarrant County Commissioners Court; and

WHEREAS, the Tarrant County Commissioners Court appointment has historically been a
resident from one of the member cities; and

WHEREAS, the City of Richland Hills, along with the City of Blue Mound, are long-
standing member cities of the T; and

WHEREAS, the membership of the City of Richland Hills has helped to make the T a
regional authority; and

WHEREAS, the City of Richland Hills has invested over $15,000,000 in the T system since
membership started in 1993; and

WHEREAS, in addition to the dedicated sales tax the City of Richland Hills has allocated to
the T, the City of Richland Hills is also moving forward with plans to further enhance the T system by
creating a Transit Oriented Development surrounding the T rail stop in Richland Hills; and

WHEREAS, the City Council of Richland Hills believes that the Tarrant County appointment
to the T Executive Board should continue to be a resident from member cities to represent the T’s
appreciation and recognition of member cities dedicated, long-term, ongoing and significant financial
and political commitments and sacrifices member cities have made for the betterment of the region as
a whole; and

WHEREAS, appointment to the Executive Board by a resident from a non-member city
leaves a significant portion of the T membership and a majority of member cities with no
representation on the Executive Board.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF RICHLAND HILLS that
the City Council respectfully requests that all future appointments by the Tarrant County
Commissioners Court to the T Executive Board be made with primary consideration being given to
residents of member cities.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON THIS THE 16™ DAY OF SEPTEMBER, 2014.

Mayor, Bill Aggg

ATTEST:

C /

City Secretary) Cathy Bo

\
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RESOLUTION 443-15

A RESOLUTION OF THE RICHLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL
REQUESTING THAT THE TEXAS STATE LEGISLATURE REPEAL
LEGISLATION WHICH WAS PASSED BASED ON INCORRECT
TESTIMONY AND WHICH DAMAGED MEMBER CITIES OF THE
FORT WORTH REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY AND
LOOKS FOR MORE COMPREHENSIVE REFORM TO THE TEXAS
TRANSPORTATION CODE AS IT RELATES TO REGIONAL
TRANSPORATION AUTHORITIES.

WHEREAS, on March 26™, 2013, proposed legislation was introduced to the Texas House of
Representatives Committee on Transportation which is known as House Bill 2536; and

WHEREAS, House Bill 2536 allowed for membership on the Board of Directors of the Fort
Worth Transportation Authority from residents of non-member cities; and

WHEREAS, Testimony was provided to the Committee on Transportation from a
representative from the City Council of the City of Fort Worth, in which the City of Fort Worth
council representative was asked if the county and other member communities had been consulted
with and agreed with the provisions of House Bill 2536; and

WHEREAS, in the testimony to the Committee on Transportation, City of Fort Worth City
Council representative affirmed that the other member communities had been consulted with, that

there was coordination amongst the communities and the other communities supported House Bill
2536; and

WHEREAS, the City of Richland Hills is a member city of the Fort Worth Transportation
Authority; and

WHEREAS, the City of Richland Hills had no knowledge of this legislation until after it was
passed and there was no consultation, coordination or agreement from the City of Richland Hills in
regards to this legislation either before or after its proposal or passage; and

WHEREAS, the incorrect testimony provided at this hearing helped to influence the ultimate
passage of the legislation and significantly misrepresented the Richland Hills stance on this
legislation; and

WHEREAS, this change in legislation was proposed not by a regional transportation
authority, but rather by a single member city of one of the regional transportation authorities; and

WHEREAS, voters in Richland Hills have previously voted to be a member of the Fort
Worth Transportation Authority, yet this legislation significantly changes the terms of the membership
which citizens voted upon; and
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WHEREAS, The City of Richland Hills is now represented in part by a representative of a
non-member city who has the ability to vote on issues that affect Richland Hills and the services that
are received by Richland Hills residents from the Regional Transportation Authority; and

WHEREAS, Richland Hills views this legislation change as a missed opportunity to fix more

comprehensive issues with the Transportation Code as it relates to regional transportation authorities.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE CITY OF RICHLAND HILLS AS
FOLLOWS:

SECTION 1: The City Council of Richland Hills respectfully requests that the Texas State House of
Representatives and the Texas Senate reconsider this legislation which has damaged Richland Hills
residents and changed the terms by which the City of Richland Hills joined the Fort Worth
Transportation Authority, without any consent or knowledge of the legislation by the City of Richland
Hills.

SECTION 2: The City Council of Richland Hills respectfully requests that that the Texas State House
of Representatives and the Texas Senate take this opportunity to revisit the Transportation Code and
look for more comprehensive reform which solves issues with the regional transportation legislation.

Passed by the City Council of Richland Hills, Texas this 6th day of January, 2015.
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