
Office of the City Secretary  
 

 

Memorandum 
 

To:            Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council 

From:       Cathy Bourg, City Secretary 

Date:       August 18, 2015   

Subject:   Minutes from the August 4, 2015 regular City Council meeting 

 
City Council Action Requested: 
Consider approval of the August 4, 2015 regular City Council meeting minutes. 

 

Background Information:  
Attachment – August 4, 2015 Draft Minutes  

 
Board/Citizen Input: 
N/A 

 

Financial Impact:  
N/A 

 
Staff Contacts:  
Cathy Bourg, City Secretary 
817-616-3810 
cbourg@richlandhills.com  
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RICHLAND HILLS CITY COUNCIL 
REGULAR MEETING  

AUGUST 4, 2015 
DRAFT MINUTES 

 
 

Roll Call: 
 
Council present:    Council Absent: 
Bill Agan, Mayor 
Roland Goveas, Place 1 
Allison Barrette, Place 2 
Robert DeSoto, Place 3  
Beverly Williams, Place 4 
Edward Lopez, Mayor pro-tem 
 
Staff 
Eric Strong, City Manager 
Cathy Bourg, City Secretary 
Betsy Elam, City Attorney  
 
WORK SESSION – Mayor Bill Agan Called to Order – Time 6:00 p.m. 

 
1. Executive Session: Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas 

Government Code, Sec. 551.071, Sec. 551.072, Sec. 551.073, Sec. 551.074, 
Sec. 551.076, Sec. 551.087 and Sec. 418.0183 (f) and 418.106 (d) & (e) of the 
Texas Government Code (Texas Disaster Act).  

 
Motion: Motion was made by Councilmember DeSoto, and seconded by 

Councilmember Barrette to convene into executive session. Time: 6:01 
p.m. 

 
 Motion carried by a vote of 4-0. Councilmember Williams not present. 
 
Mayor Agan reconvened into open session. Time: 6:30 p.m. 
 
2. Discussion regarding Richland Hills Activities Center Project. 
 
Eric Strong, City Manager presented to council a draft site plan for the Richland Hills 
Activities Center Project.  The draft site plan includes a plaza that connects the entire 
city campus and creates a community gathering place while maintaining access. 
 
3. Discussion of items listed on tonight’s City Council Agenda. 
 
Eric Strong, City Manager presented the following agenda item: 
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 3A. Regarding adoption of an ordinance amending Ordinance No. 1273-14, 
the Zoning Ordinance, including amendments to Subsection 1.05.03 Rules 
of Construction; Subsection 3.02 Use Chart regarding regulations for 
garage apartments, guest houses, live-above mixed uses, live/work units, 
multifamily residences, townhomes, senior housing and senior living 
facilities, accessory structures, community centers, contractor’s shops 
and/or storage yards, farmer’s markets, hotel/motels, and temporary 
buildings for new construction; Subsection 3.02.01 Conditional 
Development Standards; Subsection 4.02 Accessory Structure Standards 
regarding regulations for residential and nonresidential accessory 
structures, carports, and temporary accessory structures; Subsection 4.03 
Supplementary Regulations regarding regulations for residential lot 
regulations and front yard setbacks; Subsection 6.01 Creation of a 
Building Site;  Subsection 6.12 Zoning Variance; Subsection 6.13 Zoning 
Special Exception; and Section 8 Definitions. 

 
Heather Shankle presented to council the definition and uses for a garage apartment 
and guest house. Heather also discussed structure separation and the definition of 
farmers markets. 
 
Break 6:55 p.m. 
 
REGULAR SESSION – Mayor Bill Agan Called to Order – Time 7:01 p.m. 
 
Invocation – Mayor Agan 
 
Pledge of Allegiance – Led by Councilmember  
 
PRESENTATIONS 
 
*Items taken out of order 
 
8. Community Interest item 
 

 Back to School Party Saturday, August 22nd 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the City 
Complex – In and Out Burgers will provide 500 free burgers and fries and there 
will be musical entertainment  

 Proposed Richland Hills Activity Center information available on the website  
 
PRESENTATIONS  
 
1B.  Recognition of the Richland Middle School Band. 

 
Sherry Harty and Janet Evans provided the following information regarding the Richland 
Middle School Band: On June 6, 2015, judges unanimously selected the Richland 
Middle School Honor Winds Band for the Region 5 Top Honor Band. This was the first 
time ever that Richland Middle had been chosen the Region Top Honor Band!  In the 
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second round of competition, June 26, 2015, judges unanimously selected the Richland 
Middle School Honor Winds Band for the Area B Top Honor Band!  This placed 
Richland Middle School into the Texas state finals as one of the 15 BEST middle school 
honor bands in the entire state!  There are approximately 2,144 middle school bands in 
the state of Texas.  The final round of competition concluded on July 23, 2015 with 
Richland Middle School Honor Winds Band placing 9th overall in the Top Ten Honor 
Bands in the State of Texas!!  What an incredible privilege and distinction to be 
recognized as the best student musicians and directors that Texas has to offer!   
 
James Whitfield, the new Principal of Richland Middle School, congratulated Band 
Director, Russell Porter and the Band Members for their great accomplishment. 
 
Mayor Bill Agan presented certificates to the Richland Middle School Honor Winds 
Band. 
 
1C. Presentation of the Richland Hills Public Library Summer Reading Club 

Awards. 
 

Lisa Harper Wood, Library Director and Suzanna Fitzgerald, Library Associate 
presented to council the “Every Hero Has a Story” Texas Summer Reading Club hosted 
by the Richland Hills Public Library. 
 
Mayor Bill Agan presented certificates and medals to the Richland Hills Public Library 
Summer Reading Club Participants that have read throughout the summer. 
 
1D. Presentation of 15 year Service Award to Richard Berkobien, Battalion 

Chief with the Richland Hills Fire Department. 
 

Mayor Bill Agan presented a 15 year Service Award Certificate and Pin to Richard 
Berkobien, Battalion Chief with the Richland Hills Fire Department. 
 
1A. Proclamation recognizing contributions to the community by State 

Representative Stephanie Klick.  
 
Mayor Bill Agan presented a proclamation to State Representative Stephanie Klick for 
her contributions to the community of Richland Hills. 
  
CONSENT AGENDA  
 
2A. Approval of minutes of July 21, 2015 Regular City Council Meeting.  
 
Motion: Motion was made by Councilmember DeSoto, and seconded by 

Councilmember Goveas to approve the consent agenda. 
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 Motion carried by a vote of 3-0. Councilmember Williams abstained and 
Councilmember Lopez not present. 

 
1A. Citizen Appearances/Public Comments 

 
Eric Strong, City Manager presented the rules of decorum. 
 
Gerrit Spieker, 3401 Jonette Dr., Richland Hills spoke regarding the proposed 
Community Center Plaza and the access to the Post Office and the drive through at City 
Hall. 
 
PUBLIC HEARING, MEETINGS, AND OTHER RELATED ITEMS 
 
3A. Public Hearing, Discussion and Action regarding adoption of an ordinance 

amending Ordinance No. 1273-14, the Zoning Ordinance, including 
amendments to Subsection 1.05.03 Rules of Construction; Subsection 3.02 
Use Chart regarding regulations for garage apartments, guest houses, live-
above mixed uses, live/work units, multifamily residences, townhomes, 
senior housing and senior living facilities, accessory structures, 
community centers, contractor’s shops and/or storage yards, farmer’s 
markets, hotel/motels, and temporary buildings for new construction; 
Subsection 3.02.01 Conditional Development Standards; Subsection 4.02 
Accessory Structure Standards regarding regulations for residential and 
nonresidential accessory structures, carports, and temporary accessory 
structures; Subsection 4.03 Supplementary Regulations regarding 
regulations for residential lot regulations and front yard setbacks; 
Subsection 6.01 Creation of a Building Site;  Subsection 6.12 Zoning 
Variance; Subsection 6.13 Zoning Special Exception; and Section 8 
Definitions. 

 
Eric Strong, City Manager read the item description. 
 
Continue Public Hearing - Time:7:50 p.m. 
 
Gerrit Spieker, 3401 Jonette Dr. Richland Hills spoke regarding the distance setbacks 
being resolved and suggested that garage apartments and guest houses be removed. 
 
Motion: Motion was made by Councilmember Lopez, and seconded by 

Councilmember DeSoto to close the public hearing. Time 7:53 p.m. 
 
  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.  
 
Heather Shankle presented to council proposed amendments to the Zoning Ordinance 
1273-14:  
 
Council recommended staff remove garage apartment and guest house from SF10 and 
SF7 and allow in SFE by SUP only and develop the criteria for the SUP.  

August 18, 2015 
2A - 5



Motion: Motion was made by Councilmember Williams, and seconded by 
Councilmember Barrette to table the item to the next meeting. 

  
  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.  
 
ORDINANCES, RESOLUTIONS, AND OTHER RELATED ITEMS 
 
4A. None at this time. 
 
CONTRACTS, AGREEMENTS, BID AWARDS, AND OTHER RELATED ITEMS 
 
5A. None at this time. 
 
OTHER ITEMS FOR CONSIDERATION 
 
6A. Consider Playground Equipment for Kate Baker Park.  
 
Jason Moore, Assistant to the City Manager presented to council two options for 
playground equipment for Kate Baker Park, Phase A1.  
 
Option 1 is a traditional playground. In this option, play equipment will be separated and 
designated by age groups, which is industry standard. There is a 2-5 year old area and 
a 5-12 year old area. There are also swings for all ages, along with curbing and area 
drainage. The price for the equipment, freight, and installation for this option is 
$125,000. Therefore remaining funds from the PPFCO could be used in the following 
manner: upgraded fall material from wood chips to poured-in-place rubber surfacing; 
and custom shade structures for equipment and seating areas. 
 
Option 2 is a mixture of traditional equipment and concrete reinforced elements to give 
a natural stone appearance. This may be the more aesthetically unique and pleasing 
option, however, it also costs a little more. There is a 2-5 year old area separate from 
the 5-12 year olds along with two sets of swing bays. Because the footprint of this 
option is slightly smaller, the cost for upgrading from wood chips to poured-in-place 
rubber surfacing is also possible. The total cost for equipment, freight, and installation is 
$144,000. This still leaves some available funds for various shade elements or the 
upgraded surfacing. 
  
Motion: Motion was made by Councilmember DeSoto, and seconded by 

Councilmember Barrette to approve Option 1. 
  
  Motion carried by a vote of 5-0.  
 
REPORTS AND DISCUSSION 
 
7A. Presentation of Monthly Departmental Reports 
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No Disussion 
 
7B. Discussion regarding potential Activities Center Bond Election. 
 
Eric Strong, City Manager presented to council information regarding a potential 
Activities Center Bond Election for November 2015. The history of the project started 
around 2011, with the council starting the process of acquiring the necessary property. 
In 2013, a feasibility study was initiated and a survey was sent out to 1500 residents, 
which resulted in 500 responses. The results reflected that 55% of the respondents are 
using this type of facility outside of our city and 80% saying they would use this type of 
facility in Richland Hills, at least once a week or more. The results of what citizens want 
in a facility are as follows: indoor track; cardio equipment; weights; swimming pool; 
group exercise rooms; gymnasium; community rooms; child watch areas; general 
purpose meeting space; arts and crafts classes; game rooms; and enhanced 
programming for all ages. The swimming pool is the only item on the list that is not 
included on the current plan due to cost.  
 
There were also focus groups of all ages, as well as a focus group with staff to discuss 
the needs and wants of the community. In addition to that, there has been additional 
discussion at a town hall meeting, council committee meetings, and council meetings. 
Information has been provided at the senior luncheons, senior breakfast, Fourth of July 
Parade, and on posters at the Library and City Hall. 
 
There will be additional information provided at the following events: Back to School 
Party on Saturday, August 22, 2015; September Volunteer Appreciation; October Town 
Hall Meetings; October Fall Festival, and mailers will also be sent out. 
 
The current estimate for a building like this would be between 11 to 12 million dollars. 
This would not be for the entire site shown, but would take the plaza to the end of the 
tennis courts. It is currently anticipated that several funding sources will be used to build 
the facility.  This includes funds from the Hotel/Motel Tax, the Type B Economic 
Development Tax, the Tax Investment Zone, and General Obligation Debt (a voter 
approved bond). If the council wishes to move forward with a Bond Election in 
November, it will be necessary to take action to call the election, at the next council 
meeting. 
 
If a combination of funding sources is utilized, it is anticipated that the amount of debt 
required for this project would cause up to a 7 cent tax increase.  The average home 
value in Richland Hills is approximately $92,000.  This means that the annual tax 
increase would be $64.40 ($5.37 per month).   
 
If voters approve the bond, the design phase of the facility will continue until spring of 
2016 and then construction would begin. The construction would take approximately 
one year and the facility would be open in the spring of 2017. 
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COMMUNITY INTEREST ITEMS 
 
8. Community Interest  
 

 Back to School Party Saturday, August 22nd 5:00 p.m. to 7:00 p.m. at the City 
Complex – In and Out Burgers will provide 500 free burgers and fries and there 
will be musical entertainment  

 Sales Tax Holiday – Friday, August 7th through Sunday, August 9th   
 Lunch Bunch Thursday, August 13th at noon 
 Senior Activity Event – Donuts and Coffee is the third Wednesday of each month 

from 8:00 a.m. to 9:30 a.m. 
 Fire Department A Shift volunteered for disability event 
 Bulk Waste Collection – August 10th 
 Take Back Drugs – Saturday, September 26th  
 Mosquito Dunks free from Tarrant County first come first serve and available at 

Richland Hills City Hall, Public Works and Animal Shelter 
 
EXECUTIVE SESSION 
 
9. Executive Session: Pursuant to the Open Meetings Act, Chapter 551, Texas 

Government Code, Sec. 551.071, Sec. 551.072, Sec. 551.073, Sec. 551.074, 
Sec. 551.076, Sec. 551.087 and Sec. 418.0183 (f) and 418.106 (d) & (e) of the 
Texas Government Code (Texas Disaster Act). Refer to posted list attached 
hereto and incorporated herein.  

 
None at this time. 
 
ADJOUNMENT 
 
10. A motion was made by Councilmember DeSoto, and seconded by 

Councilmember Lopez to adjourn. Motion passed 5-0. 
 
There being no further business to come before the City Council, Mayor Agan declared 
the meeting adjourned at 8:42 p.m. 
 
 
ATTEST       APPROVED 
 
________________________    _____________________ 
Cathy Bourg, City Secretary    Bill Agan, Mayor  
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