
 

 

  
 
 
Office of the City Manager 
 City of Richland Hills, Texas 
 

Memorandum 
To:          Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council 

From:      Eric Strong, Assistant City Manager 

Date:          September 3, 2013 

Subject:   Teen Court Interlocal Agreement 

 

City Council Action Requested: 

Approve Interlocal Agreement with the Cities of North Richland Hills, Haltom City and 

Watauga to participate in the NRH Teen Court Program.   

 

Background Information:  

As part of the budget discussions for the FY 2013-14 Budget, staff has proposed 

ceasing the operation of our own Teen Court and joining the Teen Court that currently 

consists of North Richland Hills, Haltom City and Watauga.  The total cost for Richland 

Hills to join the existing 3-city program as a fourth member in FY 2013-14 is $1,722.  

 

In addition to the economies of scale, the primary advantage to Richland Hills for 

participating in a 4-city program is the frequency it is held.  Currently, we hold teen court 

one time per month, and if there are no new cases, it is cancelled.  Cancellations occur 

frequently.  This does not allow the teens involved in the program sufficient 

opportunities to perform their required duties, which includes prosecutions, defense and 

jury duties.  What ends up occurring is that in lieu of participating in these valuable 

learning experiences, our youth participants are required to perform extra community 

service, which eliminates the Teen Court experience.  
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The joint program meets three times per month.  Since it involves more cities, there are 

more participants, which provides for more opportunities for the teens to participate and 

get the full experience that Teen Court is intended to provide. 

 

The current 3-city Teen Court meets in North Richland Hills. The 4-city Teen Court will 

continue to operate in North Richland Hill, thus will be a short distance from our existing 

facility. The additional case load that will be added to the 3-city Teen Court with the City 

of Richland Hills participation can be easily absorbed by the existing Juvenile Case 

Manager.  Our Municipal Court Judge, Stewart Bass, is also Municipal Court Judge in 

the City of North Richland Hills and the City of Watauga. Judge Bass supports this 

move.  

 

This item has been placed on the Consent Agenda since it has been discussed with 

Council on several occasions with no dissent.  

 

Attachments:  
 
Interlocal Agreement 
 
Financial Impact: 

$1,722 – Budgeted in the FY 2013-2014 Budget  
 
 
Staff Contact: 
 
Eric Strong, Assistant City Manager 
estrong@richlandhills.com 
817-616-3745 
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