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RICHLAND HILLS PLANNING AND ZONING COMMISSION 
WORK SESSION 

November 17, 2015 
MINUTES 

 
Roll Call: 
 
Members present:    Members Absent: 
Athena Campbell, Chairman 

Doug Knowlton, Place 2 
David Baker, Place 3  
Kyle LaPointe, Vice Chairman 
Lisa Skier, Place 5 
 
Staff 
Kelley Ledesma, Administrative Assistant 
Don Dixson, Chief Building Official 
Drew Larkin, City Attorney 
 
1. CALL TO ORDER 
 
Chairman Campbell called the meeting to order at 6:30 pm. 
 
2. ROLL CALL AND DETERMINATION OF A QUORUM 
 
Chairman Campbell, constituting a quorum, at which time the following business was 
conducted: 

 
3. PUBLIC COMMENTS 

 
 No public comments; no attendees from the public.  

 
4. PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 Topic: Discussion regarding potential amendments to the City’s Zoning 

Ordinance by amending Section 4.02 to allow for larger carports in non-
residential districts; adding carport regulations for multiple family districts; 
amending Section 8 by amending the definition of “Carport”; amending 
Section 4.02 and Section 6.13 to create a special exception to allow the 
Zoning Board of Adjustment to approve a larger carport under certain 
circumstances. 

 
 Public hearing was opened at 6:30 pm. 
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Staff stated they were against amending/changing ordinance however provided options 
in the event it was determined changes were necessary. 
 
Staff presented the following questions for the Commissions consideration: 
 

• Will the proposed change(s) enhance the site and the surrounding area(s)? 
• Are the proposed changes better for development along city corridors than the 

existing regulations in effect? 
• Will the proposed changes impact adjacent residential uses in a negative 

manner? Or, will the proposed changes be compatible with, and/or enhance 
adjacent residential areas? 

• Are the other non-residential regulations, when compared to the proposed 
changes, similar in use and nature in terms of appearance and design quality 
and other general aspects for compatibility? 

• Do the proposed changes present a significant benefit to all the citizens and 
businesses of Richland Hills? 

• Would the proposed changes contribute to the City’s long term non-residential 
development of the City’s Land Use Plan? 

 
Staff presented the following proposals as options for the Commission: 
 

The first option involves: (1) clarifying that subsection 4.02.01(C) applies to 
Residential Districts; (2) inserting a new subsection 4.02.01(D) regulating carports in 
Nonresidential Districts; and (3) inserting a new subsection 4.02.01(E) regulating 
carports in Multiple-Family Districts. 
 
The second option involves creating a special exception for carports in Nonresidential 
and Multiple-Family Districts which would permit larger carports provided certain 
conditions are met.  
 
Additionally, the definition of “carport” in Section 8 of the Zoning Ordinance should 
be revised, regardless of how the Commission wishes to proceed with either option 
above. The current definition limits carports to 24’ at its longest dimension while 
subsection 4.02.01(C)(2)(b) currently allows for 25’ in width and length.  

 
 Open forum of discussion by all present regarding the City’s Zoning Ordinance on 

carports. 
 

 Public Hearing was closed at 6:59 pm. 
 
5. EXECUTIVE SESSION 
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None at this time.  
 
8. ADJOURN 

 
Motion: Motion was made by member Lisa Skier seconded by member Kyle 

LaPointe to adjourn. 
     
There being no further business to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 6:59 pm. 
 
 
 
ATTEST       APPROVED 
 
  
___________________________   _______________________ 
Kelley Ledesma, Admin. Assistant   Athena Campbell, Chairman 


