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Office of the City Manager City of Richland Hills, Texas
Memorandum
To: Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council
From: Eric Strong, City Manager
Date: July 5™ 2016
Subject: Discussion regarding potential ordinance banning bamboo

Council Action Requested:
No Action — Discussion only.

Background Information:

As requested, the city attorney has researched potential ordinances that would
ban bamboo. In their research, they have only located one other city in Texas that
has passed such an ordinance, and it is attached to this memo. The purpose of the
ordinance does not appear to be to strictly ban bamboo, but rather it is part of a
more comprehensive landscaping ordinance which bans certain types of invasive
plants.

We do have a landscaping ordinance, however our ordinance does not ban any
invasive plants. Rather, it outlines the types of plants that may be used for any
required landscaping. Also, the attached ordinance prohibits planting these
invasive plants, but it does not do anything to prohibit what is already in existence.

Board/Citizen Input: N/A
Financial Impact: N/A

Staff Contacts Eric Strong
City Manager
estrong@richlandhills.com

Attachments: Sample Ordinance
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ORDINANCE #2012-3

AN ORDINANCE OF THE CITY OF IVANHOE, TEXAS, REGULATING
TREE PRESERVATION WITHIN THE CITY LIMITS OF IVANHOE;
STATING THE PURPOSE OF THIS ORDINANCE; REQUIRING A
PERMIT FOR REMOVAL OF TREES; ALLOWING FOR
CONDITIONAL USE PERMITS; PROVIDING FOR REVOCATION OF A
PERMIT FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING
EXCEPTIONS TO THE REQUIREMENT FOR APERMIT; SETTING
FORTH THE GENERAL REQUIREMENTS FOR TREE REMOVAL;
REQUIRING COMPLIANCE WITH THE UNIFORM TREE
PRESERVATION CODE; PROHIBITING CERTAIN TREES FROM
BEING REMOVED; PROVIDING FOR ACTION OF UNLAWFUL
REMOVAL OF TREES; PROVIDING APENALTY PER CURRENT
CITYOF IVANHOE’S ZONING ORDINANCE #2011-27, SECTION 6.6
FOR VIOLATION OF THIS ORDINANCE; PROVIDING AN EFFECTIVE
DATE; PROVIDING AREPEALER CLAUSE AND PROVIDING A
SAVING CLAUSE

Whereas, the City of lvanhoe’s natural landscape and its superior ecological
and environmental setting the City Council needs to protect this uniqueness, and

Whereas, trees not only protect us from runoff and erosion, but play a key part
in the natural character of our city, and

Whereas, trees provide us with oxygen to breathe, absorb carbon dioxide and
other dangerous gases, and protect us from excess heat in the summer and cold in
the winter, and

Whereas, the City wants to encourage the preservation of mature trees, heritage
trees, and trees indigenous to our area, it is further desired to achieve the

following broader objectives;

Whereas the City wants to preserve the country atmosphere and natural
environment that is unique to the City of Ivanhoe;

Whereas the City wants to prevent indiscriminate removal of trees;

Whereas the city wants to maintain and enhance a positive image of lvanhoe for
the attraction of new residents;



July 5, 2016
7A-3

Whereas the trees provide for shade, windbreaks and the cooling of air, thereby,
reducing the requirements for air conditioning and heating;

Whereas the city wants to promote site planning that is sensitive to the location
of existing trees, and,;

Whereas the City will provide for a permitting and enforcement procedure;

NOW BE IT ORDAINED BY THE CITY OF IVANHOE, TEXAS THE
ADOPTION OF THE FOLLOWING ORDINANCE:

Tree Preservation
Section 1 Definitions

For the purpose of this section the following terms, phrases, words and their
derivations shall have the meaning given herein:

Buffer Zones The five foot (5°) area located within and along the outer perimeter
of a boundary line around lots of 1 acre or more.

City Means City of lvanhoe
City Council Means City Council of the City of Ivanhoe
Heritage Trees Those trees that are so designated in this ordinance that have a
six inch (6”) diameter measured 4 Y5 feet above the existing ground level, and are
specifically named and location given.
Person Means an individual, firm, corporation, association or other legal entity.
Protected Trees Trees whose diameter measured 4 ' feet above the existing
ground level is three inches (3) to six inches (6) or more depending on the species
of tree, and are listed as protected trees in Item 4 below.

Section 2 Clearing of undeveloped lots forbidden.
Trees and underbrush shall not be removed from any undeveloped lot in the City
until the owner of the lot or his or her builder has secured a new home building

permit from the building official. Yaupon may be removed at any time without a
permit.
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Section 3 Tree Preservation/Removal.

a) Trees having a six inch (6”) diameter measured at 4 % feet above existing
ground level are “Protected Trees with the City of Ivanhoe. Trees having a fifteen
inch (15”) diameter measured at 4 Y4 feet above existing ground level are
designated “Heritage Trees” except as noted in listed heritage tree section.

b) The city may require a property owner to remove or prune a tree on private
property which threatens the safety of those living on adjacent lots or using a
street bordering the property.

Section 4 Heritage Trees

Trees measuring fifteen inch (15”) at 4 ' feet above existing ground level, with
exceptions noted below:

Long Leaf Pine — front entrance of lvanhoe

PineTree - Chanticleer and Lakewood

Texas Madrone (Arbutus xalapensis) — 6 diameter measured 4 % feet above
existing ground level

Section 5 Protected Trees

Trees in list “A” measuring six inches (6”) 4 Y feet above existing ground level
are protected trees within the City of Ivanhoe. Trees in list “B” are protected that
measure three inches (3”) 4 % feet above existing ground level.

Latin name

List A
American Sycamore (Platanus occidentalis)
Live Oak (Quercus virginiana)
Pecan — State Tree of Texas since 1919 (Carya illinoinensis)
Southern Magnolia (Magnolia grandiflora)
Sweet bay, Swamp Bay (Magnolia virginiana)
American Beech (Fagus grandifolia)
River Birch (Betula nigra)
Maple (Acer rubrum)
Burr Oak (Quercus macrocarpu)
Southern prickly ash (toothache tree) (Zanthoxylum clava-herculis)
Tulip Poplar (Lirodendron tulipifera)
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List B
Texas Live Oak (Quercus fusiformis)
Dogwood (Comus sanguinea)
Red Bud (Ceras Canadensis)

Section 6 Invasive Plants

The following plants/trees will not be permitted to be planted in the City of
Ivanhoe:

Wisteria vines
Bamboo
Tallow trees

Section 7 Tree Preservation Permit Submittal and Review

The fee for this permit, which is set by the City Council, shall be paid at time of
application for removal, however, permits to remove trees on land that is already
developed would not require a fee. This permit would be in effect for a period of 6
months (180 days). The application may be obtained at City Hall.

Section 8 Site Clean Up

Clean up of debris (tree tops, branches, leaves, pieces of tree stalk) would need to
be accomplished in 30 days or if a burn ban is in effect during this 30 day period
the time will be extended to 30 days after the ban is lifted.

The site will be inspected after this 30 day period to insure that the clean-up has
taken place.

Section 9 Severability

That all ordinances of the City of lvanhoe, Texas, in conflict with the provisions
of this ordinance be, and the same are hereby, repealed; provided, however that all
other provisions of said ordinances not in conflict with the provisions of this
ordinance shall remain in full force and effect.

Section 10 Exceptions

The following exceptions do not require a permit.
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A Trees that are found to be diseased. The property owner shall be required,
by law, to remove all that are infected;

Trees that are found to have an infestation of insects;

Trees that are dead,;

Trees that propose a danger to a person’s home.

OOw

Section 11  Penalties.

Any person violating any provisions of this Ordinance will be subject to a fine as
noted in Section 6.6 Penalties and Injunctive Relief in current City of Ivanhoe’s
Zoning Ordinance #2011-27.

Section 12 Repealer Clause
Any existing ordinances or parts of existing ordinances in conflict with any terms

of this Ordinance are hereby repealed to the extent of their conflict with this
Ordinance.

Section 13 Saving Clause
If any part or provision of this Ordinance is declared to be invalid by a court of
competent jurisdiction, the remainder of this Ordinance shall remain in full force

and effect to the extent practical.

PASSED AND APPROVED ON FIRST READING THIS 10" DAY OF MARCH,
2012

PASSED APPROVED AND ADOPTED ON SECOND READING THIS 14t DAY
OF APRIL, 2012

Jack Brockhouse, Mayor

ATTEST:

C.D. Woodrome, City Secretary



	7A - Memo
	7A - att



