
Office of the City Manager City of Richland Hills, Texas 

Memorandum 
To: Honorable Mayor Bill Agan and members of the Richland Hills City Council 

From: Eric Strong, City Manager 

Date: August 18th, 2016 

Subject: Petition 

Council Action Requested: 

Consider ordinance calling an election regarding membership in the Fort Worth 
Transportation Authority. 

Background Information: 

City staff has received a petition and an ordinance that calls an election for the 
November 8th, 2016 uniform election date.  The purpose of the election is to allow 
residents to determine their continued membership in the Fort Worth 
Transportation Authority.  

As you might know, the Transportation Code provides two methods for a member 
city to withdraw from the Authority.  Those include: the city council calling an 
election or the citizenry signing a petition to withdraw and submitting it to the City 
Council.  In both of those cases, the Transportation Code stipulates that an 
election cannot be called until one year from the date of the last election to 
determine membership and then the election must be called for one year before it 
can be held. 

In this particular case, it appears that the ordinance that has been submitted is 
following the rules of our Home Rule Charter, specifically section 16.02, which 
provides for the power of initiative.  In essence, the Charter states that citizens can 
enact legislation through the signing of a petition, which forces the council to act. 
Upon receipt of a petition, the council is obligated to call an election on the matter 
by the next uniform election date (technically, our charter requires a special 
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election to be called within 60 days, but state law no longer allows for special 
elections, so we would have to default to the next uniform election date). A valid 
petition must include at least 250 signatures from registered voters of Richland 
Hills.  The petition submitted had approximately 264 valid signatures. 

In this particular case, I am not aware of which provision controls.  It is possible 
that the Transportation Code outlines the provisions that must be followed for the 
benefit of a General Law City (such as Blue Mound), since they do not have a home 
rule charter and can’t enact the power of initiative on their own without a state 
law specifically outlining the process for them.  If that is the case, our Home Rule 
Charter controls. 

It is also possible that State Transportation Code controls, thus negating the Home 
Rule Charter in this specific instance.  I am not aware of any standing case law on 
the matter that would provide clarity.  As such, the charter does not allow you to 
ignore the petition or use any type of discretion, and it is really up to someone else 
to sort out in the event that the ordinance is challenged. 

Board/Citizen Input: N/A 

Financial Impact: N/A 

Staff Contacts 

Eric Strong 
City Manager 
estrong@richlandhills.com 
 
Attachments:  Ordinance as submitted by residents 
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